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Megacities in China
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Institutional foundations of rural-urban migration: 

household registration system (hukou)

The migrant population has to 

deal with informality on the 

level of…

• residence permit
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• residence permit

• employment

• housing

• education 

• health care



Types of housing for migrants with residence permits in 
Chinese cities 1998, 2003 and 2008, 

(migrant numbers in millions)
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Zhejiang Village in Beijing
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Urban Villages in Guangzhou
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Shipai Village in Guangzhou

„Kissing buildings“
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Thank you!


